
 

Shimpling Parish Annual Assembly Minutes 14 Sept 2020 Page 1 of 9 

 

Shimpling Parish Meeting 

Minutes of Annual Assembly of the Parish 

Monday 14th September 2020, 7.00pm held via Zoom Video conference 

 

Present:  

Councillors:  Liz Brunwin (Chair), Katie Haselhurst, Natalie Brown, Gerry Shrimpton,  

Colin Johnston, Mike Atkins   

County Councillor:  Richard Kemp (RK) District Councillors: Michael Holt and Stephen Plumb 

Clerk:   Stuart Palmer, Natasha Byford 

Public: Five members of the public attended 

 
1. Minutes of last annual meeting:  

The minutes of the last Parish Assembly on 13th May 2019 were confirmed.  

 

2. To receive reports for representatives of the parish:   

1. Chair’s Report: 

Thank you for joining us this evening.  For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Liz Brunwin and I 

have been Chair of the Parish Council for the past two years.   

Last year the Parish Council met every other month.  As well as these meetings we also met on several 

other occasions in order to discuss planning applications and to fit in with Babergh District Council’s 

Planning Department deadlines.   

Earlier in the year, Suffolk County Council decided to cut our bus services.  I am pleased to say that 

following Gerry Shrimpton’s hard work on this, the bus service on a Wednesday was reinstated.  This was 

being well supported until lockdown.  Villagers are starting to use the bus again although to date in limited 

numbers.  We will continue to monitor the situation. 

I can report that this year we have provided the following for the village: 

new signage for the play park 

a second dog waste bin which is situated near Gents Lane 

substantial repairs to the aerial zip wire in the playground 

 

Also, with the help of villagers, we also replaced the broken footpath at the back of the Village Hall.  Our 

thanks go to Laurence Rooke and Ted Pine for all their help with this. 

 

The annual village tidy in early March was well supported and the helpers managed to collect quite a few 

bags of rubbish.  Can I extend a big thank you to all who helped on the day and to anyone who regularly 

picks up litter on an ad hoc basis. 

 

This year has been a challenging one with the country going into lockdown in mid-March due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.  The Parish Council met shortly before lockdown and discussed plans for supporting 

the village.  Shortly after, the Shimpling Support WhatsApp Group was set up and weekly leaflets were 

distributed to all in the village so that everyone received some form of communication and offer of support.  

The number of volunteers who came forward to offer help was overwhelming and I know that I speak for all 

those who received help when I thank those volunteers for all their help.   I know from the number of emails I 

received that this support was much appreciated by many in the village.   

 

Although we are now released from lockdown, the pandemic still goes on.  Requests via the WhatsApp 

Support Group and calls are diminishing but this support will stay in place for the time being.  Our long term 

aim is that the Parish Council help set up a Good Neighbour Support Group in the village to take on this 

work and we hope that volunteers will come forward to form part of the committee so that we can continue 

this good work. 

 

One of the downsides of the lockdown was that the Village Hall had to close and lettings cancelled. I am 

pleased to report that the Village Hall has now been reopened and our thanks go to Marian Peck and her 
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committee for ensuring the Village Hall could be reopened safely.  The cost of materials, equipment, extra 

cleaning to ensure the safe reopening were funded from the Parish Council through a government grant that 

we received.  Through this grant, the Parish Council has also committed to paying the utility bills for the 

months when the Village Hall was closed, thus ensuring that the Village Hall has not suffered financial losses 

because of the lockdown.     

We continue to have a close relationship with our Rector, Matthew Lawson and St George’s Church and 

welcome the events they hold in the Village Hall, at The Bush and around the village which help to maintain 

our village community.  The church held several Tea at Three reflections at the Village Hall instead of their 

usual church services in the winter months which were well attended.  Unfortunately due to the pandemic, 

the Spring Market and fete had to be cancelled but Matthew and our Churchwarden, Charlotte Blyth has 

continued to support the villagers. 

Chris Cooke from Lark Valley Landscapes continues to keep the village well mown and looking tidy.  Our 

thanks go to Chris and his employees for their hard work.  I would also like to thank John Pawsey for 

arranging the mowing of the grass verges leading up to the A134 in November in readiness for the daffodils 

flowering in the Spring. 

 

Sarah Smith along with her band of villagers produce and deliver our Village Magazine each year.  This is 

our most important means of communication.  A particular thank you goes to Sarah Smith who produced the 

COVID leaflets at her own expense, often at short notice, and to Jayne Schofield who organised volunteers 

to deliver them.   

 

The play park is inspected on an annual basis but our insurers have requested that regular checks are made 

between inspection and David Campan who lives near to the play park has kindly volunteered to do this and 

also keeps the play park clear of litter.  I would like to take this opportunity of thanking him for all his help. 

 

Throughout the year, various jobs come to our attention and the Parish Council very much appreciate all the 

offers of help that we receive to look after the village.  A big thank you to all those who have helped 

throughout the year who are too numerous to mention by name.    

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our County Councillor, Richard Kemp and District 

Councillors Stephen Plumb and Michael Holt for all their advice, help and support over the past year.   

 

Sadly we are saying goodbye to our Clerk, Stuart Palmer who has done a fantastic job over the past two 

years and will be sorely missed.  Thank you for your commitment and professionalism.  We have been lucky 

enough to secure the services of Natasha Byford who took on the Clerk’s role in August and Stuart has 

kindly agreed to stay on to help with the handover.     

 

We were also sad to lose Dan Sharpstone last year when he moved from the village but delighted that 

Nathalie Brown agreed to join us and be part of our team.  Ken, Gerry, Mike, Colin and Katie are still with us 

and I would like to thank them all for their support over what has been a challenging year.   

 

2. Finance Report for 2019/20 

Total Income for last financial year was £11,120.13 including the precept, £9519.00, receipts from recycling, 

VAT refund and interest. The Parish Council made payments to a total of £8650.56. Funds of £11,062.47 

were carried forward this year as follows: 

Treasurers Account: £3,972.97 

Business Account:  £7089.50 

Total Reserves: £11,062.47 

Of course, that includes £1689.64 of ringfenced CIL money leaving the PC actual operational reserves of 

£9372.83, an increase from £8592.90 at the start of the year. This is a better position than was budgeted for. 

There was an underspend of around £869 on this year’s budget. This is largely due to efficiencies such as a 

£700 saving on insurance by combining policies and being able to use £720 of CIL money to repair the 

playground rather than use the £500 budgeted as well as spending only £200 on VH maintenance instead of 

the budgeted £1000 due to a local provider doing the work at cost. The PC also received £560 from 
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recycling revenue, which is not included in the budget as it is a completely unknown income. This does 

mean that we will be able to return the excess to general reserves that the Clerk had warned were worryingly 

low.  

I have transferred £3300.00 into the deposit account as soon as this financial year opened on 1st April. This 

will bring general reserves including CIL money to £10389.50 and the Current Account before this quarter 

spending to £672.97.  

 

We have already allocated much of these reserves to things such as renewing the laptop and village hall 

lease at earlier meetings but I have revised the list for consideration and agreement.  

1) Maintenance contingency fund for Village Hall   £2000 
2) New Laptop for council in 2021/22    £750 
3) General repair/maintenance of e.g play equipment etc  £1000 
4) Lease in 2021 renewal      £1000 
Total earmarked reserves      £4750 
Total Ringfenced CIL fund      £1689 
Total General reserves      £4623 
Total Reserves       £11062 
 
Clearly, we are in a much healthier position than we were 2 years ago. We can now operate in a crisis, for 

example, if Babergh were unable to forward our precept payment this month due to their lockdown.  

 

There was no borrowing last year. No tenancies entered into. The lease on the Village Hall runs to 2024. 

There were no CIL receipts made to the council. CIL Spending of £1292.65 is documented for the meeting.  

 

Budget for 2021/21: A Budget was approved in November 2019 of £9743.00 The precept was set to raise 

an income of £9743.00. Total income for year estimated at £9743.00 meaning there should be no need to 

further draw from reserves.  

 

Internal Controls.  All finance practices follow the Financial Regulations adopted by the council and 

published on our website. They are managed by the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) and supervised by 

the members of the council. This year the RFO has set up a new accounting system called Scribe. It is web 

portal based and designed and adapted to suit Parish Councils. Members have 2 remote access licences 

available to inspect and supervise the system at any time. The RFO also successfully moved the PC to 

online banking. Keeping the 2 signatories safety and security, online payments are now set up for the 

majority of suppliers by the RFO and authorised for payment by the Chair or Vice Chair. This is a much more 

secure process and allows suppliers to be paid faster.  

 

Audit:  The Audit for last year commenced on 11th May, Once again, Suffolk Association of Local Councils 

were appointed. The Audit process had to be adapted this year due to the COVID19 pandemic. PFK 

Littlejohn LLP were appointed to carry out the external audit of small local councils.  

 

3. District Councillor Michael Holt and Stephen Plumb  

Michael Holt gave an update on the year’s activity on behalf of both District Councillors on what has been a 

very challenging year. Major highlights included: 

• Co-ordinated response to the COVID19 crisis 

• Major upgrades at Hadleigh and Kingfisher leisure centres 

• Improving bin collection and changing days for some 

• Extensive work to agree a Joint Local Plan 

• Steps towards BDC strategy to become carbon neutral 

• Free swims for chidren and young people during school holiday 

• The Silk festival in Sudbury 

• Reduction of parking bays in Cross Street to reduce pollution 

• Introduction of civil parking enforcement 

• Ongoing support of CAB 

• Managing the grants to small business during COVID19 
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The Chair thanked both district councillors on behalf of the villagers for their advice and advocacy. 

 

4. County Councillor Richard Kemp 

Cllr Kemp gave his 26th annual update to the village which is summarised below. 
 
COVID19 
Together we are all facing the daunting challenges of Covid-19. The advice and information on coronavirus 

is constantly changing. For the most up-to-date guidance, please use the following links:  

• Latest Government advice: www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

• Latest SCC information: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19  

• Suffolk schools guidance: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/schools-guidance/  

If you have any specific queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Stay Home. Protect the NHS. Save Lives. 
 
Budget  
Suffolk County Council’s 2020-21 budget was agreed on Thursday 13 February. This included a council tax 
rise of 3.98%, a £3m “Suffolk 2020 Fund”, and a £0.5m Highways Investment Fund. 
The council received additional funding compared to previous years, which means that there were no major 
cuts to services in this year’s budget. However, most of the surplus funding was added to the council’s 
reserves rather than invested into services. 
Both opposition groups proposed amendments to the budget. Our amendment included additional funding 
for health visitors, increasing social worker salaries, investment in electric vehicle charging infrastructure and 
increasing funding to Citizens Advice. These amendments were voted down by the Conservative 
administration. 

 
Motions from the Liberal Democrat, Green and Independent Group  
My political group proposed three motions to Council in 2019-20: 

• Asking Suffolk County Council to acknowledge the UN’s report into poverty in the UK and to set up a 
taskforce to tackle poverty in Suffolk (May 2019); 

• Calling on the council to cease any further spending on the Ipswich Northern Bypass and instead 
spend equivalent funds to commission a study to investigate a zero net carbon transport policy for 
Ipswich and its surrounding communities (July 2019); 

• Reversing the council’s decision to cut 35% of Health Visitors (October 2019). 
Unfortunately these motions were not agreed by the council. 
We also planned to submit a motion in March calling on the council to oppose the development of Sizewell C 
and retract in-principle support for nuclear power. Given the current situation, the March Council meeting 
was cancelled and our motion has been postponed. We intend to submit it again at the earliest opportunity 
once meetings at Suffolk County Council start up again. 
 
New Home to School Transport Policy Implemented  
The new school transport policy was implemented in September 2019. Children moving to a new school will 
only receive free transport from the council if it is their nearest school and more than 2 miles from their 
homes. Parents of eligible children will need to opt-in for free transport each year, if they wish to continue 
receiving it. 
There were a number of issues with the implementation of the new policy and hundreds of applications for 
transport were still outstanding at the end of August, leaving families unsure of whether they would be 
allocated a seat on an SCC school bus in time for the start of the new school year. 
Suffolk County Council has since undertaken an internal review of the implementation of the new policy. The 
report from the review group identified nineteen failings and was discussed by the Scrutiny Committee on 12 
February. The Scrutiny 
 
Review of Suffolk County Council Boundaries  
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England announced that it would be undertaking a review 
of the number of councillors on Suffolk County Council and the boundaries for their divisions. The first stage 
of the review has been completed, with the LGBCE determining that the number of councillors should be 
reduced from 75 to 70. 
For the first stage of the review, the Liberal Democrat, Green and Independent Group submitted a proposal 
to keep councillor numbers in Suffolk at a minimum of 75, with the potential for an increase to 80. This was 
based on the need to ensure proper local representation and encourage diversity amongst councillors, which 
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consequently requires a more manageable workload. The Conservative and Labour Groups submitted a joint 
proposal asking for a reduction to 70 councillors. 
The second stage involved a consultation from October-December 2019, to determine where division 
boundaries should be. The LGBCE are currently developing draft recommendations based on this 
consultation. Once these are published, there will be a second consultation before the final 
recommendations are developed. 
Under the original timetable, the consultation on draft recommendations will run from 5 May until 13 July 
2020 and the final recommendations will be published on 30 September 2020. Given the current situation, it 
is possible that this will be delayed. 
 
Plans to cut Children's Centres  
In July the Cabinet announced plans to close children’s centres across Suffolk, reducing the services 
currently available for families and young children. The public consultation on these plans ran from 10 
January to 1 March 2020. 
Currently there are 38 Children’s Centres in Suffolk, and the council is proposing to convert 16 of them into 
full-time Family Hubs and 11 into part-time Family Hubs. A Family Hub will provide a range of services for 
families with children aged 0-19. A further nine centres will be repurposed for nursery or SEND provision, 
and the remaining two centres will be closed permanently. 
The Cabinet was originally due to make a final decision on these closures on 21 April 2020. However, this 
decision has been delayed due to the current situation and a new date has not yet been announced. 
 
Proposals for Ipswich Northern Bypass brought to a halt:  
Suffolk County Council, along with the district and borough councils, launched a consultation into the Ipswich 
Northern Route at the beginning of July 2019. The consultation identified three potential routes for the 
bypass, which will link the A12 and A14 corridors. 
However, in February 2020 the Cabinet at Suffolk County Council voted to not proceed with proposals for 
the Ipswich Northern Route. This decision followed the withdrawal of support for the Northern Route from a 
number of district councils, as well as vocal public opposition to the plans. 
The Cabinet agreed to set-up a taskforce to look at alternative measures for dealing with transport issues in 
Ipswich. Tom Hunt (MP for Ipswich) and Dan Poulter (MP for Central Suffolk and North Ipswich) will be joint 
chairs of the taskforce, which will likely also include representatives from the district/borough councils and 
the business community. 
 
Locality Budget 
Locality Budget for Melford Ward includes Long Melford, Glemsford, Hartest, Lawshall, Boxted, groups 
based in Sudbury area serving these parishes.  
Funds have been distributed throughout the year as detailed below 

; Carried forward from Previous year  £3,000.20  
Committed 2018/2019  £ 800.00  
Allocated for 2019/20  £ 8,000.00  
Total available budget for 2019/2020  £11,800.20  
Date  Beneficiary  Proposal  
11/03/2019  Suffolk Pride  Marketing promotion  £ 200.00  
11/03/2020  Holy Trinity Church with 

St Catherine's  
Refurbishment of bells at 
Holy Trinity  

£ 600.00  

16/05/2019  Cancer campaign in 
Suffolk  

Cancer educational 
workshop  

£ 350.00  

22/05/2019  Somerton Parish Meeting  Lighting for Parish 
Church  

£ 780.00  

16/06/2019  Edens project  Garden furniture  £ 500.00  
03/06/2019  Somerton Parish Meeting  Repairs to Village Notice 

Board  
£ 150.00  

31/05/2019  Melford Library  TV  £ 350.00  
31/05/2019  Long Melford Village Hall  Refurbishment of Village 

Hall  
£ 500.00  

24/08/2019  Lawshall Parish Council  Repairs to bus shelter  £ 600.00  
09/10/2019  Long Melford Cricket 

Club  
Kitchen improvements  £ 1,100.00  

20/01/2020  Long Melford Parish 
Council  

Melford in Bloom 2020 & 
circular walks  

£ 1,000.00  

20/01/2020  Suffolk Family Carers  Transport and Admin £ 50.00  
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costs  
23/01/2020  Fine not Fine  Children's mental health 

classes at All Saints 
Primary School  

£ 250.00  

14/02/2020  Long Melford Parish 
Council  

Poly-tunnel for Long 
Melford School  

£ 500.00  

Commitments  
26/07/2019  Glemsford Playing field  Portaloos for outdoor 

cinema event  
£ 168.00  

20/01/2020  Suffolk Family Carers  Transport and Admin 
costs (still to be paid)  

£ 300.00  

05/02/2020  The Bridge Project  Support for meals on 
wheels project  

£500.00  

10/03/2020  Friends of Long Melford 
Fete  

Entertainment at fete  £ 500.00  

Total allocated  £8,398.00  
Remaining balance  £3,402.20  

 
As in previous years the locality budget has been used to support many groups and organisations as they 
offer a diverse range of activities, facilities and services within the communities of Melford Ward. 
I am always happy to consider and discuss requests for funding towards costs of events, facilities, 
equipment or projects, please contact me if you would like further information. 
 
Thank You 
As in previous years, I would like to take this opportunity to extend a wholehearted and sincere thank you to 
all of those marvellous volunteers who offer continued and sustained support, volunteers in the form of 
groups or individuals of all ages and abilities who contribute to our communities with their dedication and 
commitment in such a wide variety of ways. Acts of generosity like those listed above are even more 
important in these difficult times of Covid-19 and social isolation and I urge you ALL to be calm be 
considerate, be caring, share and look out for each other, help and support each other, be KIND to each 
other, and most importantly of all, BE SAFE. “In a world where you can be anything - Be kind.” 
 
5. Police Report 

There was no police presence as they were unable to join via Zoom.  

6. Village Hall Committee – Marion Peck 

In line with many other events and meetings, the AGM due to be held in May, had to be cancelled due to the 

corona virus. The hall was put into lockdown in March and since then there have been no events or 

activities. Measures have now been taken and new equipment installed to ensure that the hall meets 

requirements for re-opening. It is planned that the AGM will revert back to May next year and although this 

will only be eight months away, it should bring back some normality, in times that are far from normal. 

 

The Village Hall Committee met on 7 occasions prior to lockdown, to ensure good maintenance of the hall 

and surrounding area, manage bookings and arrange social events for the village.  

 

Over the course of the last year new bins inside the lobby have made recycling of glass, plastic and cans 

much easier to sort, especially after larger functions at the hall. Lawrence Rooke kindly made good the path 

at the back of the hall.  

 

The Pilates classes remain the most frequent users of the hall, together with WI, who hire monthly during the 

winter months. A new painting group meets weekly and the Mother and Toddler Group continued to meet.  

However, there have been a number of issues regarding the amount of equipment and toys being stored in 

the back room, making access to cupboards and the table tennis equipment being very difficult, losing some 

revenue as a result of the latter. Following complaints from other hall users regarding surfaces not being left 

clean, discussions were held with the group and it was agreed that they would only meet when it was not 

possible to be outside, also that many of the toys would be removed. 
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The number of private functions continues at the same level as previous years. The hall is also used as a 

polling station and after charging the same rate for a number of years, this has been increased. 

Unfortunately, elections due to be held were cancelled with the advent of the corona virus emergency, when 

the decision was made to close the hall, before being ordered to do so. 

    

However, once the time is right and the hall is allowed to re-open, the Committee would like to see greater 

usage, bringing more of our community together. Also, The Committee allows charities occasional, free use 

of the hall for fundraising purposes. it is hoped that a few more will avail themselves of this opportunity. 

 

Shimpling Celebrates took place on the first May Bank Holiday, with the brunch and cart race being as 

popular as ever; Team Campan took another victory. £400 was collected, with a further £160 from bucket 

collections and this was donated to the Alzheimer's society. 

Vernon's quiz took place in November, with the usual fish and chip supper and, as always, was enjoyed by 

all participants.  

As holding the Annual Village Meal in January had proved to be very popular with everyone and much more 

convenient to arrange, this was repeated. Thirty six people were served a traditional meal at the pub, with 

Team Bush ensuring everyone had a very enjoyable afternoon. 

 

Unfortunately these were the only three events to take place, as plans for a first aid evening, curry night, a 

VE meal at the Bush, Shimpling Celebrates and another quiz evening have had to be cancelled or put on 

hold due to the current crisis. 

 

The VHC is always looking for new ideas for community events. Old favourites will continue for as long as 

they are well supported. Suggestions for mid-week talks are welcome, but with the cost of speakers, these 

are dependent on the amount of support.  Although we aim to make our events profitable, the most important 

thing is bringing as many people as possible together, to enjoy themselves as part of our village community. 

 

My thanks, as always, to the members of the VH committee, for their continuing support, especially 

throughout this very difficult time. It certainly hasn't been the easiest of years, with disappointment at events 

being cancelled and their contact and feedback has been much appreciated. 

 

Our thanks to others from within the community, who help to arrange and assist at events, setting up and 

clearing afterwards; all the behind the scenes tasks that help to make a successful event, because they don't 

just happen.  

 

Thanks to Stan Milsom, our treasurer for taking care of our finances, dealing with hall bookings. As Stan will 

be standing down as treasurer, it is imperative that we find a new person for this important role. 

Thanks to John Sinclair for cleaning and putting out bins. In addition to maintenance of the village hall, 

members of the committee take on the day to day jobs to ensure the hall is a welcoming and pleasant space 

for hall users, while carrying out regular risk assessments, in line with the Health & Safety policy.  

 

To this end, paper towel dispensers have replaced hand towels and new toilet roll dispensers have been 

installed. There are three sanitizer stations, in the lobby, hall and kitchen, together with new signage, pedal 

bins and a stock of PPE, for cleaning, food preparation and general cleaning. Antibacterial spays and wipes 

are being provided; all these measures in line with regulations for re-opening the hall, safely, at the 

beginning of September. A risk assessment has been submitted to the hall insurers, as required. Event/user 

organisers will be required to keep details of anyone attending, for track and trace purposes. All users will 

receive information on the new guidelines and there will be a copy on the lobby noticeboard. 

 

At present the VHMC is small, able to depend on others to help with larger events, but more members are 

urgently needed to take on important roles, bring fresh ideas to our programme and ensure that meetings, 

held approximately every 6-8 weeks, have sufficient members for a quorum.  
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7. WI – Stephanie Eady 

Unfortunately the WI were unable to attend.  

 

8. Hallifax Trust – Jenny Pine 

Objectives 

The Hallifax Trust was founded in 1863.  It provides grants and bursaries prioritised as follows:-  

 

a) The primary school serving the Parish of Shimpling for special benefits of any kind not normally provided 

by the local education authority.  

b) Bursaries for people under the age of 25 who either attended the Primary School serving Shimpling, 

Alpheton & Bridge Street or whose parents live in Shimpling.  

c) If there are funds in any year not required for the above, they may be used for charitable purposes for 

the general benefit of the residents of Shimpling.  

 

Two meetings were held during the academic year 2019/20 

16th October 2019 & 31st March 2020 (via Zoom) 

 

Current Trustees  - Chairman – Richard Weller-Poley 

Treasurer – Jenny Pine, Secretary –Jayne Schofield 

    Nick Smith & Darren Hickey (to be appointed  by PC) 

After 10 years of service as a Trustee and secretary, we gave thanks to Vicky Heighes for her hard work and 

dedication.  She stood down in March 2020 and we welcomed a new Trustee Darren Hickey who becomes 

our main contact for Lawshall Primary School. 

 

Distribution of 2019/20 Bursaries & Grants (Autumn Meeting) 

Lawshall Primary School – 

We continue to support the well-established music project and have made provision in the budget for a 

contribution towards the cost of new playground equipment. 

 

Bursaries 

Twelve bursars studying away from home, and 5 living/studying from home were approved for payment.   

 

Finance & Governance (Spring Meeting) 

The Parish Council appoints trustees.  Our accounts and activities are audited annually and regulated by the 

Charity Commission. Our investments are managed by CCLA (specialists in investments for charities).  The 

performance of their funds continues to be above average and risk to capital below average. 

 

Our annual income is i.r.o £12K and we continue to appeal to local people via the village newsletters to 

consider donations and legacies to help us to help more young people to meet the increasing costs 

associated with education.  

 

Applications for grants should be received by 30 September, in time for the October meeting.  Notices 

appear in the village newsletters but please tell anyone you think may be eligible for a grant about the 

Hallifax Trust.  

 

9. PCC of St Georges Church – Charlotte Blyth  

During 2019 the Alpheton and Shimpling churches congregation continued to meet regularly at St. George’s 

Shimpling on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month, and at Alpheton on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.  The 

services are at 9am, and all details are available on our website and in the Shimpling News. 

The average attendance at ‘normal’ services in Shimpling last year was 13, but that number rose to 22 for 

harvest and to approximately 150 for the Christmas-Eve carol service. 
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Though we don’t regularly have children at the services there is always provision for children at the 10:30 

service in Melford each week, and the main festival services are always ‘family-friendly’. 

Three funerals were held at St George’s last year as well as one wedding, but no baptisms.   

We experimented with a few different ways of ‘doing church’ last year, aware that a traditional service 

doesn’t suit everyone.  

These included a more informal ‘Bacon Butty’ service in the warmth of Shimpling Village Hall, where there 

was the opportunity to ask questions, and discuss matters of faith. 

We also had two new ‘Tea@3’ services at the village hall in October and November with different themes for 

discussion.   

We repeated the successful Carol Singing around the village, once again ending up with ‘Beer and Carols’ at 

The Bush. 

We had a number of community events through the year, which also raised funds for the work of the church. 

These fundraising events are a vital supplement to the regular giving of the congregation, as Alpheton and 

Shimpling churches needed to find in excess of £21,000 last year to pay for insuring the buildings; expenses, 

including paying our contribution for the benefice administrator, heating and other general expenses; as well 

as our ‘Parish Share’.   

The Parish Share is used mainly to meet the costs of stipendiary clergy. A high proportion of the diocesan 

budget goes on 'people costs' to support ministry and mission across the Diocese. 

Our 2019 events included the Spring and Christmas Markets at Shimpling VH, a very successful Harvest 

Supper in Shimpling Village Hall, and a concert given by The Emergers at St George’s, at which the splendid 

new church loo had its grand opening! 

The Faint House had been cleaned, repaired, reglazed and repainted by a fantastic team from the village in 

order that the toilet could take up residence in a little side-room within the building.  We wish to acknowledge 

the great efforts of all those involved, notably Lawrence Rook, Mike Fahie-Wilson, John Sinclair, as well as 

members of the PCC. 

Lawrence also very kindly restored and, where necessary, replaced the railings (by the bridge) that had been 

damaged by a falling limb from one of the lime trees. 

The churchyard in general is of course a beautiful and tranquil spot, and is kept looking particularly lovely by 

Ted Pine and Mike Fahie-Wilson who regularly put in many hours to make the churchyard such a welcoming 

and special place for its visitors. 

 

During 2019 I have been the only warden for Alpheton and Shimpling churches, but have been ably assisted 

by the PCC, in particular Liz, the secretary, and Sue Fahie-Wilson, the treasurer. 

Consequently any enquiries on church matters can be made through the warden Charlotte Blyth, the 

secretary Liz Brunwin, or any of the elders: Malcolm Brunwin, Richard and Charlotte Blyth, or directly to 

Matthew the Rector.  All our contact details are available in the village newsletter. 

 

Anyone is welcome to attend any of our services, or the ‘home group’ which meets at 5 Gents Lane on the 

1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month. 

 

Cllr Brunwin closed the Annual Parish Assembly by thanking everyone for their contributions to the village 

and to the assembly this evening.  

 

There being no further business the assembly concluded at 8.00pm. 


